
sasha df
Alias: abstraqt

Pronouns: they/them

Contact: abstraqt.world@servus.at

Links: Website, Portfolio, SoundCloud, Bandcamp, Vimeo

PC Skills: Python, HTML, JavaScript, Lua, LaTeX, Bash/Zsh, Vim, git

Creative: TouchDesigner, Ableton, GLSL, p5.js, Adobe Premiere, Arduino

Languages: Russian (native), English (fluent), French (fluent), German (fluent), Ukrainian (basic)

Education

2019 – 2022 Master of Philosophy New York University

Specialized in the philosophy of the social sciences

2013 - 2017 Bachelor of Arts HSE University (Moscow)

Major in the social sciences, minor in arts and humanities

2016 Exchange Program Hong Kong University

Courses in philosophy, film studies, urban studies

2015 - 2016 Faculty of Art Criticism Baza Institute (Moscow)

Independent contemporary art school, run by Moscow artist Anatoly Osmolovsky

Professional Experience

2025 - current Lighting Designer and Operator Norberg Festival (Sweden)

Working as part of a lighting tech team at one of the festival’s stages Kraftcentralen

Designing and operating lights during performances and DJ sets

2024 - current Media Artist Zeiss-Großplanetarium (Berlin)

Producing media content for the dome combining video, lasers and sound

Playing live shows during concerts and cultural events

2020 - 2023 Researcher WZB Berlin Social Science Center

Designed and implemented experiments with human subjects

Did research on issues related to gender and self-governance

2018 - 2019 Junior Sound Engineer Deep Sound (Moscow, St. Petersburg)

Technical support of concerts, club nights, music festivals

Mostly worked with Funktion-One systems

2018 - 2019 Cultural Projects Curator Alexandrinsky Theatre (St. Petersburg)

Organized film screenings, concerts, exhibitions, lectures, fundraising events

See portfolio for more information

https://abstraqt.space
https://cloud.servus.at/s/J7R5LAANQY6kQcH
https://soundcloud.com/aabstraqt
https://aaber.bandcamp.com/
https://vimeo.com/aabstraqt
https://cloud.servus.at/s/J7R5LAANQY6kQcH


Creative Facilitation & Teaching

2025 - current Media Performance Course Assistant New York University Berlin

Assisting Helin Ulas in her class “Live Bodies” at the Interactive Media Arts program of NYU

The course combines media theory and performance practice

2024 - current Tutor in Interactive Media Art Catalyst Institute (Berlin)

Teaching an introductory course on TouchDesigner

Supporting students in the development of interactive installations

2024 - current Workshop Facilitator 90mil Art School (Berlin)

Ran four 6-week workshops on interactive artworks, a/v artworks, and collaborations

Starting the next workshop “New Media Art for Social Change” in April 2026

2024 - current Workshop Facilitator School of Machines (Berlin)

Bi-monthly workshop series for artists and activists

Co-facilitated a workshop on power

2025 Workshop Facilitator filmArche (Berlin)

Ran a 2-day workshop ”Interaction Design and Non-Linear Storytelling”

Introduced film students to media art and interaction design

2024 Project Facilitator The Palace Residency (Poland)

Organized a project where sound and visual artist collaborated to create a/v shows

Prepared cards with creative prompts and facilitated the initial stage of collaborative work

2024 Workshop Facilitator Eclectic Tech Carnival (Berlin)

Ran a workshop “How to Listen to Music?” on the alternative technologies for music-listening

Exhibitions

2026 Songs of Upraising Pandora Gallery (Berlin)

Organized by Supersoft

Presented ”Who do we leave behind when we come together?” (with Miriam Poletti)

2025 ALTER-NATIVE 90mil (Berlin)

Organized by Tendermesh, Sawa, YANAVERSE and Pain Relief Records

Presented ”Who do we leave behind when we come together?” (with Miriam Poletti)

2024 Shell Sea Spiral Scry Großer Wasserspeicher (Berlin)

Audio-visual installation by Yen Chun Lin and Gediminas Žygus for Creamcake Berlin

Developed lighting design and the interaction of light and music

2024 Beyond the Noise Internationale Filmschule Köln

Interactive installation exploring the narratives of feminine beauty and the freedom of aging

Created VFX and interactive part; content by Samar Nahas and Stefania Matache



Residencies

2024 The Palace Residency Palac Gorzanów (Poland)

2-week residency with 150 participants from all art media and practices

My project: curating a space for free improvisation for artists working with different media

2024 Dwam Residency 90mil (Berlin)

2-week residency for experimental sound and music

Ended with a two-day showcase of multi-media performances and installations

Grants and Fundings

2025 Project Funding Amnesty International

Funding for art project “Gear-Up!” developed together with Jona Wold and Miriam Poletti

Project explores the crackdown on the right to protest and police violence in Germany

2024 DAAD Fellowship Humboldt University (Berlin)

Scholarship for international scholars conducting research in Germany

2021 Dean's Conference Funding New York University

Scholarship that covered my participation at a conference at the Sorbonne in Paris

2021 Global Research Initiative New York University

Semester-long fellowship for NYU graduate students to conduct research abroad

2019 MacCracken Fellowship New York University

Covers tuition fees for graduate students and provides a stipend for the period of study

Radio Residencies

2024 - current Reflection Phrase Change 90mil Radio (Berlin)

Monthly show with poetry and live music, co-produced with Luvi

2023 - current future of nostalgia RefugeWorldwide (Berlin)

Interview series with artist and cultural workers about activism and nostalgia

2019 - 2020 Cabaret Flow WNYU (New York)

Weekly radio show featuring DJ mixes and interviews with New York-based artists

2018 - 2019 Radio Residency Test FM (St. Petersburg)

Played monthly shows and organized community events in the studio


